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Synopsis

On a quiet Saturday morning in August 2000, two explosions - one so massive it was detected by
seismologists around the world - shot through the shallow Arctic waters of the Barents Sea.
Russia’s prized submarine, the Kursk, began her fatal plunge to the ocean floor. Award-winning
journalist Robert Moore presents a riveting, brilliantly researched account of the deadliest
submarine disaster in history. Journey down into the heart of the Kursk to witness the last hours of
the 23 young men who survived the initial blasts. Visit the highly restricted Arctic submarine base to
which Moore obtained secret admission, where the families of the crew clamored for news of their

loved ones.
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Customer Reviews

The book, itself, is written in such a way that even the most mechanically inept people can
understand what, why, and how what happened happened, but those with a background in
mechanics will find this book just as interesting, due to the little "nuggets" throughout the book that
prove interesting to those with a working knowledge of submarines. This IS a book that should be
considered a "must read" if you want to know more about the incidents surrounding the doomed
submarine.People with a background in history will also be interested in this book, because of the
story BEHIND the scenes, so to speak... the story of how the "politicos" in Moscow tried to tamp
down the disaster. That was what caught me by surprise the most... the fact that it seemed like this

all happened in 1980’s Russia, rather than the Russia of the 2000’s. This IS just MY opinion, but



Putin bungled the whole incident, and | didn’t have a single nice thing to say about him after reading

this book, but that’s probably a discussion best had in a totally different forum.

Mr. Moore does an excellent job of weaving the various loose threads of the story into one coherent
narrative. Without going totally fictional on us, he gets into the thoughts and feelings of the sailors,
their overlords, and their dependents. He exposes the corrupt and crumbling Russian Navy of the
first decade of the post-Soviet era, when their biggest attack sub is sunk by one of its own expired
torpedoes, first to be launched because the captain was eager to be rid of it. The sub rescue service
was incapable of doing its job due to worn out and unserviceable equipment. Only this far into the
post-Soviet era could such a story even take place, with widow protests and secretly recorded
presidential audiences. Only now, after going on two decades of the military’s revitalization under

Putin, can enough of this story be told to make it worth releasing a book about it.

. This telling really examines the story of the sinking of the Typhoon sub Kurst and the loss of all
aboard. The pitiful state of the Russian military in the 90s is really the culprit responsible for the
disaster and the inability to respond to the situation. Much of the book is a reconstruction of the
events base on the evidence retrieved after the sub was raised. The incompetence and secrecy of
the Russian system but eventually accountability was delivered to many of those responsible for this
disaster but the real culprit was the desire to have a viable military without the money to actually do

it safely.

| was elated to see the story of this tragedy offered and have found it engrossing. | hope and trust
that the information provided is honest and the best that could be obtained. | find this a reminder of
the true value of our service members and how much reliance must be placed on all levels of
support, from politicians who make overlying decisions, all the way to the end-users. This tragedy
could have been totally avoided. It was an "accident" that need not have happened at all but for the

irresponsibility and maybe greed from the top.

Even though | knew the outcome of the Kursk tragedy, this was a tense read. Mr. Moore did an
excellent job of relating the rescue attempts and the politics behind the bumbling Russian effort. The
incredible tragedy is that the lifesaving devices were the actual cause of the deaths of the survivors
of the early explosions and fire. If you are interested in reading about brave, skilled men in the

armed service, no matter the country, this is a must read. Tragic loss for Russia, tragic loss for



humanity.

Not sure what drew me to this book some 12 years after the event. Somewhere in the back of my
mind, | remembered hearing about the disaster and | also remembered some eerie pictures I'd seen
of the Kursk sitting on the ocean floor.Robert Moore has done a bang up job of piecing together the
loss of one of Russia’s most prized submarine’s: The Kursk, and put it into language that all of us
can understand.The book tells us about the conditions on the base where the crew and their
families lived. Also he outlines the limited resources and archaic equipment the men had to work
with. He goes on to explain how budgets related to rescue had been systematically slashed year
after year. The Kursk represented the cutting edge in stealth and attack but, ironically, should it
encounter failure, the equipment to save the crew dated back to the 50’s or earlier.Moore sets the
timeline for the military exercise the Kursk was involved in on the day of disaster. Following failure to
receive communications from the Kursk, ideas started to form there was a problem. Slowly the
wheels of Russia started to turn and even slower acceptance of the realization that something was
wrong. Help from Britain, Norway and the USA was initially declined by Russia due to distrust and
the need to maintain secrecy. Meanwhile, men were dying horrible deaths in an impenetrable tomb
some 360 feet below the surface of the Berents sea.Moore tells us about the families of the men
receiving contradictory reports and deliberate stonewalling by the authorities. He also tells us how
offers of help using far advanced equipment were viewed skeptically and declined for days by the
higher ups in Moscow.Eventually, Norwegian and British divers got the hatch open on the Kursk and
here the book, for me, became very gripping. Moore’s writing does a wonderful job of putting you at
the scene also, the writing puts you in the 9th compartment of the sub where the 23, who survived
the catastrophic explosion, were huddled awaiting rescue.The book is written in laymen’s terms and
adequately details the events of a sad day for humanity as, undoubtedly, the value of Iron, steel,

secrecy and politics were placed higher in value than the lives of men.
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